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As The Author Learns
Bits and Tidbits about the Publishing Process from

J L Wilson, newly published author

What’s Happening?

A new year and — a new contract!

Yep, I signed the contract for my next History Patrol book (no cover yet to show you, 
sorry). This book is set in 2007 (or 2008, since it’s ‘current day’) and it involves Nicolai 
Haidess, a Guide with the History Patrol. Nico and his Companion, Persa, were sent back 
in time to 1790 when they were chasing a notorious genetic engineer who’d escaped from
the future. 

But Persa was killed and Nico was infected with an immortality serum, which kept him 
alive until Persa was reborn in the present day. Nico doesn’t know she’s been reborn, 
though. The creature who does know all the details is Cerberus, a dog who’s assigned to 
help Nico out of this reincarnation gone wrong.

It’s complex but my editor really, really  liked this book, so I have hopes it will hit a home 
run with the audience. Not sure on a release date yet — hopefully 
mid-year.

So what do we have in 2008? 

�x�� The Pig Book (Candy, Corpses, and Classified Ads): releasing in 
digital on February 29 and in print on August 29

�x�� Your Saving Grace, coming out in print in February or March

�x�� I Know You’re Out There Somewhere: no release date yet, but probably at the end of the 
year.

�x�� Endurance: My next History Patrol book. I’m hoping for an early release for this, 
maybe June? July?

�x�� Autographs, Abductions and A-List Authors: I’m hoping for a June digital release and a 
November print release.

I also have two books out for review with other publishers. One is the start of a 
paranormal/other world set in the future. It’s the first book of a trilogy (one book written, 
two books plotted). The other is another romantic suspense. I’ve gotten requests for the 
full manuscripts on these, so I am keeping my fingers crossed.
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I’ve been busy doing promo for my latest book, If Not For You, chatting 
on loops and getting involved in some contests. A group of writer 
friends and I are going to be doing a contest in the spring, culminating 
around the Vernal Equinox (March 20). Keep your eyes peeled for 
information about that one, because it should be fun. We’ve got some 
doozies for prizes.

I got a new Kindle for Christmas (snazzy new e-book reader) and I love 
it. It’s a slick device, very easy to use plus the screen resolution is phenomenal. I might get 
rid of some of my other gadgets because I may have found the Perfect Reader. I put a 
Kindle Q&A on my web site at http://www.jayellwilson.com/kindle_faq.htm .

Some friends and I started a MySpace page called “GreenBookFriends” where we’ve 
invited e-book publishers, reviewers, and authors to gather and chat about e-publishing. 
E-books really are the “green” alternative to print books, and we want to explore that 
aspect of this new medium. Join us at http://www.myspace.com/GreenBookFriends.

I’m also busy on my personal MySpace page and I’m blogging almost every day at either 
one of my blogs or as a guest blogger elsewhere. I’ve found blogging to be a nice break 
from the ‘work’ of writing. It gives me a chance to flex a different part of my writing brain.

But I’m still writing, of course. I just wrapped up the Viagra book (Viagra SPAM email 
messages disguise a major clue to the mystery). It’s also called “Murder in the 
Greenhouse” because the body is found in a greenhouse at a university. I had fun with this 
one, especially with some of those Viagra messages that figure in the plot!

What’s Next?

The first weekend in February I’ll be in Chicago for the Love Is 
Murder conference. I went last year and had a good time and this 
year I’m on two panels. I’m not sure how the panels are run or who 
I’ll be ‘paneling’ with, so it should be interesting. I’ll report back on 
how that goes.

I’m also gearing up for the Big Conferences of my year: the Romantic Times (RT) 
conference in Pittsburgh in April followed almost immediately by Malice Domestic in 
Virginia the following week (I’ll be busy in April). It’s the first time for me at both 
conferences, so I will be very curious to see what they’ll be like (I’ve heard that RT is quite 
a party!)

Other than that, it’s just write, edit, promo, write, edit, promo — now that I’m starting my 
second year as a published author, I feel like I’m getting the hang of this… at least until it 
all changes again! 


